
A Missionary Update from Ben and Kristy Williams in  Ukraine ( August 
10, 2008) 
 
Psalm 113: 2-3 
Let the name of the Lord be praised, both now and forevermore.  
From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be 
praised. 
 

 
The sun has risen/set 75 times during this crazy summer. It doesn’t sound long, but it feels like 
forever. What a journey since departing May 25 to pick up our interns and begin summer. During this 
time we have offered up SO MANY praises to our Lord. What a sweet summer of ministry! 

·  Chris Dortch and Josh Hove were w/ us all summer as our interns. Along the way we 
gained Stephanie Brant. They left us Aug. 9. They served the Lord well. We were so 
blessed to lead them this summer.  

·  Over 100 Americans (youth and leaders) came to Ukraine and experienced God’s work 
overseas. Of these students, two groups were from our sending churches in IL and NJ.  

·  We partnered w/ two Ukrainian churches who had never done a Josiah Venture (JV) 
evangelism camp before.  

·  We’ve seen over 50 Ukrainian students proclaim that  they want a genuine 
relationship with Christ that will change them insi de and out. Of these students, over 
10 are from camp w/ our New Life church in L’viv.  

 
Our First English Camp with L’viv! 
Ever since our 1st English camp in 1997, it has always been hard to leave after two weeks of deep 
fellowship with students, knowing that we wouldn’t be there to encourage them in their relationship 
with Christ during the rest of the year. For the 1st time in our history of 15 camps, we will actually 
be living in the same city for follow up and care for the 65+ non-Christian kids who came to our 
L’viv camp!  
 
As usual, Ben was busy leading side-by-side with Syava and with Erik, our youth pastor friend 
from NJ. Ben connected particularly well with Vitalik, one of Syava’s best friends. He comes to 
most of our Christian events, but he is still wrestling with a personal relationship with Christ for 
himself. Pray as Ben devotes more time with him this school year. 



 
Photo 1:Syava & Ben; Photo 2:Vitalik & Ben 
 
I (Kristy) was in the center of Lviv speaking with two of these female L’viv leaders today. Their 
eagerness to start small groups and Bible studies is a stark contrast from six months ago, when 
leaders were feeling inadequate and disinterested in small group ministries! You’ve seen these 
girls before ~ they are Yaryna, Lena, and Yulia. God really showed them their leadership potential, 
esp. when they are tapping into God’s strength and not relying on themselves.  

 
Lviv Youth Leaders: Yaryna, Kristy, Yulia, Lena 
 
Over 15 students from the university where I teach attended our camp! Four of them below 
attended the New Life family camp this week. We stopped by church to see them off. These girls 
are not Christians (yet!), but it is SO evident that God is working in their lives! Wow, we are so 
excited about this connection they are making with other Christians and in their interest to pursue 
 a personal relationship w/ Christ. Please pray for them! 

 



Kristy, Xrystya, Ulyana, Oksana, Lena (youth leader ), Olyessa, and Steph (NJ summer 
intern) 
 
There are COUNTLESS stories of how God is working around us in L’viv.  
We cannot wait for summer and early fall activities to finally settle down, so that we can devote 
more time and energy to students like these. 
 

Our Teams from the States!  

·  Every individual who comes over to serve with us here is valuable and deeply appreciated. 
Although we didn’t get to directly participate in camps with the First Evangelical Free 
Church of Fullerton and our team from Dallas, we are SO grateful for their partnerships.  

·  To Parkview from Iowa City, Fellowship Alliance from NJ, and Blanchard Alliance from 
Wheaton: we were so blessed by our interaction with each of you. Thank you for giving 
your all.  

·  It was a milestone to celebrate 5 years of JV English camp participation from Fellowship 
Alliance! Thank you for your faithful partnering! We loved having so many familiar faces on 
your team. Also, this was the 11th yr. of JV English camps for our Blanchard Alliance 
Church from Wheaton. This summer was the beginning of something new, as the church 
switched its focus from Czech to Ukraine in order to connect more w/ our ministry. 

 
Photo 1-Erik & Lauren Vagen, youth pastor of Fellow ship Alliance Chapel in NJ;   
Photo 2-Allie Mangin, the wife of our high school f riend, Ross, and James Grout, our 
childhood youth pastor who introduced us to English  camps in 1997 
 
Camps with Lutsk and Cherkasy 
 
Cherkasy Highlights 
“Hi, Kristy. How are you in L’viv? I wanted to tell you that today I accepted Jesus as my Savior! ~ 
Tanya” This is a text message I just received a few days ago, from a girl who came to our 1st 
camp this summer. She knew very little about Christianity, but grew a deep friendship with her 
small group leader, Anya. I was blessed to be a part of this group as well. It is exciting to see that 
God keeps working long after we leave! 



 
Photo: (From left) Kristy, Tanya, Anya, Tanya’s sis ter Luba, Mary, Hali, Diana, Vika, Kendra, 
Anya 
 
Lutsk Highlights 
We’ve started working with a brand new youth group! This was one of our smallest camps yet (55, 
incl. Americans), but their strategy was accurate: Andriy wanted to really focus on “students on the 
fringe” ~ kids who are connected in some way to their church but have little-to-no evident 
relationship w/ Jesus Christ. This Lutsk Golgotha church is strategically using camp as a way to 
build their youth ministry. 



 
Photo: Lutsk all camp 
 
Upcoming Ministry  

·  Josiah Venture Kids’ Camp!  (http://web.mac.com/beccafredo)  
o We’ll be camp counselors at the Josiah Venture missionary kids’ annual summer 

camp from August 20-26 in Croatia! Ben is excited to lead Tyler Patty, who is in his 
last year of high school. I’m with Claire Patty and Laurel Jackson, young teenagers 
whom I am really looking forward to getting to know.  

·  Josiah Venture Annual Fall Leadership Conference   
o We are so excited to announce that Syava and Andriy have been invited to come 

to Czech and participate in this event with us. There will also be some couples who 
are seriously interested in joining Josiah Venture Ukraine in the future! Praise God 
for this growth. 

 
Prayer Requests for the Coming Months 

 
Anton & Nazar from Lutsk; Natalia from my universit y; Roman, Nataha, & Misha from the 
Lviv Design School 
Simply pray for students like these, who have stood up and said, “I want to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ.” They have a long road ahead of them. The churches are there for them, but so much of a 
personal walk with Jesus depends on them, the work of the Holy Spirit, and their willingness to 
pursue Christ.  
 

Psalms 116:5-7 
The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.  



The Lord protects the simple hearted; when I was in great need, he saved me.  
Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the Lord has been good to you. 

 
 
In the service of our compassionate Lord, 
Ben & Kristy Williams 
Josiah Venture Ukraine 
"Equipping young leaders in Eastern Europe to fulfill Christ's Commission." 
 
bwilliams@josiahventure.com  
www.benandkristy.com  ~ CHECK OUT MORE PHOTO ALBUMS and BLOGS  
Call us on Vonage for free! Just dial 1-847-594-4155 
 
Send financial donations to :  
Josiah Venture 
P.O. Box 4317  
Wheaton, IL 60189-4317 
 
Send us mail at:  
Byl. M. KPUBOHOCA 37/1 
L’VIV 79008  UKRAINE 
 
P.S. We bought our plane tickets for a visit to the  States! November 9 – January 21  


